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Unity: Tuning into Jesus’ Pitch

Following is part two of an edited 
transcript of Bishop Jeremiah J. Park’s 
Opening Celebration address at the 
2018 Susquehanna Annual Conference, 
held May 31 through June 2 in Hershey, 
Pennsylvania.

Scripture references: 
John 17:20-26; Colossians 1:15-20

Philippians 2:5-11

How do we tune ourselves to the 
tuning fork of Christ? How do we 
measure ourselves to the standard 

of Jesus Christ?
Let me suggest a couple of pitches 

from Jesus ...

The pitch of His attitude 
In the Colossians passage “The 

Supremacy of Christ” Paul makes it very 
clear that Jesus Christ is the ultimate in 
power, glory, authority, and significance 
in heaven and on the earth, and under the 
earth, before creation and after creation. 
Indeed, this passage puts Jesus Christ in 
the highest place above all whatsoever. 
Jesus Christ is supreme.

At the same time, Paul includes in this 
passage the lowest place that Jesus was 
in: “For God was pleased to have all his 
fullness dwell in him, and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether 

things on earth or things in heaven, by 
making peace through his blood, shed on 
the cross.” (Colossians 1:19-20)

In Jesus Christ, the highest is 
connected to the lowest. 

A similar passage is found in 
Philippians 2. It also tells us the 
supremacy of Christ: “God exalted him 
in the highest place and gave him the 
name that is above every name, that at 
the name of Jesus, every knee should 
bow in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is the Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.” (Philippians 2:9-11) 

But the same passage starts with these 
words: “Have the same mind or attitude 
that was in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 
2:5) Then the passage continues, “Who, 
being in very nature God, did not 
consider equally with God something to 
be grasped, but made himself nothing, 

taking the very nature of a servant, being 
made in human likeness. And being found 
in appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself and become obedient to death—
even death on the cross.” (Philippians 
2:6-8) Then it says, “Therefore, God 
exalted him in the highest place.” 
(Philippians 2:9a) Both passages are 
essentially saying the same things: this 
supreme Christ is also the One who 
became nothing for the redemption of the 
world. 

The Philippians passage gives us 
the most convincing clue to what’s in 
Jesus’ mind: humility. That’s the most 
compelling pitch for us to hear to tune 
our attitude with the tuning fork of 
Christ. The theological framework that 
the Commission on a Way Forward and 
the Council of Bishops shared includes 
a section titled “A convicted humility.” 
Let me quote a few lines from it. “We 
pray the exaggeration of our differences 
will not divide us. We also recognize 
and affirm that as United Methodists we 
hold in common many more fundamental 
theological commitments, commitments 
which bind us together despite our real 
differences. These also have implications 
for how we understand and express our 
disagreements, and for what we do about 
them. Therefore, we seek to advocate a 
stance we have called convicted humility. 
This is an attitude which combines 
honesty about the differing convictions 
which divide us with humility about 
the way in which each of our views 
may stand in need of corrections. It also 
involves humble repentance for all the 
ways in which we have spoken and acted 
as those seeking to win a fight rather 
than those called to discern the shape of 
faithfulness together….” 

I so deeply appreciate John Wesley’s 
attitude when it comes to difficult and 
divisive subjects. He would say, “This 
is what I believe. But I may be wrong. 
It will be fully known when we all get 
to heaven.” That’s the attitude in tune 
with Jesus’ pitch of humility. Let’s listen 
to the tuning fork of Christ. Do we hear 
Jesus’ pitch of humility? 

The pitch of Jesus’ heart 
One of the uplifting moments that 

the world watched recently was the 
wedding between Prince Harry and 
Meghan Markle. It was celebrated as 
the wedding of the year. The news 
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The world has discovered fire for the second 
time. It’s the love of God in Jesus Christ! 

Proven on the cross, the love of God flows 
from Jesus’ heart. It’s the wonder working 
power for redemption, salvation, and the 

transformation of the world.
— Bishop Jeremiah J. Park

Help flood recovery efforts in the Susquehanna Conference
“Within 10-15 minutes, the 

water level rose from 4 
inches to 4 feet,” said 

Pastor Matt Verstraeten as he watched 
floodwaters rise in the basement of 
Benton UMC in Lewisburg District in 
August. 

After assessing the damage, church 
members quickly went to work. And not 
just in the church, but the whole town.

“For as many people as we had 
working at the church ... we had that 
many people, if not more, going door-to-
door, house-to-house, seeing what they 
could do, seeing what the needs were. 
We had people making food, people 

delivering flood buckets.”
You can watch a video about flood 

recovery efforts in Benton on YouTube at 
tinyurl.com/yd99kmld. A full article will 
be featured in the November LINK.

A number of churches in the 
Susquehanna Conference have been 
affected by the recent flooding. Please 
give generously to Susquehanna 
Flood Relief. Make checks payable to 
Susquehanna Conference (note Flood 
Relief #8055 in memo) and mail to 303 
Mulberry Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA 
17050. Or consider donating UMCOR 
Cleaning Kits to Mission Central. See 
missioncentral.org/current-needs/

PHOTO: PASTOR MATT VERSTRAETEN

Floodwaters in 
the basement of 

Benton UMC.
Note the water 

line on the 
walls at around 

6 feet high.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
PHOTO: SANDII PEIFFER
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For the latest news and event information, visit the Susquehanna Conference Web site at www.susumc.org
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 One with Christ

Every summer, my family and I 
travel to Carolina Beach, NC, for 

vacation. We meet my wife’s family and 
rent a condo right on the beachfront and 
one of the early highlights of the trip is 
getting to visit a local church. Like most 
families, when we’re at home we go to 
the same church week in and week out…
it’s a preacher thing, but at the beach, 
we don’t have any commitments, so 
we’re free to roam. Through the years, 
I’ve learned that North Carolina has a 
passionate church-planting culture.

One of the first churches we visited 
met in a middle school auditorium. They 
had a great band, breakout spaces for 
Sunday school classes and children’s 
church, and they had committed 
volunteers—people who showed up at 
6 AM to start setting up for worship. Of 
course, they had to be committed because 
this was make-or-break. The area school 
district wrote a three-year contract with 
church plants. They could use the space 
for a low rent, but the church had to 
show signs they were growing, they 
had to create a missional impact on the 
community, and they had to move out 

by the end of year three. Today, that 
first church we visited has purchased 
an old strip mall and they are thriving. 
They have a vital Sunday ministry, but 
they also have a child care program and 
community counseling service through 
the week. How would your church be 
different if you had to move out of your 
building three years from now?

This year, as I was getting dinner on 
the boardwalk our first night at the beach, 
I saw a banner advertising, “Church at 
the Boardwalk.” A local church in town 
was doing outreach at the beach! Thirty 
minutes. Worship outside. Go in your 
swimsuit. I knew this would be an instant 
hit with my family. So we went.

That morning was rainy and dreary. 
I knew walking down to the beach that 
there was a good chance this thing would 
be cancelled and sure enough it was, but 
Becky showed up anyway. She was in 
charge that morning and she explained 
that with the rain and electronics, they 
had to call it earlier that morning, 
but that hadn’t stopped 25 of us from 

Connecting Ministries
“The mission of Susquehanna Conference is to:

grow spiritual transformational leaders,
equip vital congregations and create new places for new people,  

and connect with each other and the world
so that alive in Christ together, the Susquehanna Conference will 

embody the beloved community of disciple making congregations.”
(Mission and Vision of the Susquehanna Conference)

Dear Sisters and Brothers of the 
Susquehanna Conference,

 Grace to you in the name of Jesus 
Christ, Prince of Peace, Healer of our 
brokenness, and Hope of the world!

It is with joy and excitement that I 
share with you that the Rev. Kevin Witt, 
presently Director of Camp/Retreat 
and Discipleship Ministries for the 
Susquehanna Conference, will assume 
the position of Director of Growing 
Spiritual Transformational Leaders. 
In this new position, Kevin will not 
only continue to work with his current 
responsibilities but will also expand his 
ministry to establishing new avenues for 
the growth of clergy and laity as spiritual 
transformational leaders. This position 
will become effective September 1.

The creation of this new position 
brings to fruition the alignment of our 
conference mission and vision that both 
the Cabinet, through the Leadership 
Report, and I spoke about at this past 
Annual Conference. Kevin will work 
collaboratively with Kay Kotan, Director 
of Equipping Vital Congregations and 
Jason Mackey, Director of Connecting 
Ministries. This position has been created 
by using existing conference funds and 
does not add any additional costs to the 
Conference Plan for Funding Ministry.

Rev. Witt is well equipped to lead 
this area of our mission and vision. For 
more than 20 years, he has been on staff 
with Discipleship Ministries (formerly 
General Board of Discipleship) as the 
Director of Camp and Retreat Ministries. 
Kevin’s ministry includes consultation, 
training, networking and strengthening 
the missional effectiveness of staff, 
volunteers and boards who led camping 
and retreat ministries throughout the 

United Methodist Church. Along with 
the other Discipleship Ministries staff, 
Kevin has been developing resources 
for leadership development and ways 
to encourage and equip spiritual 
transformational leaders. Kevin is a 
graduate of West Virginia Wesleyan 
College and earned a Master of Divinity 
Degree from United Theological 
Seminary, Dayton, Ohio. He coauthored 
The Retreat Leader’s Manual with Nancy 
Ferguson and also developed Twists of 
Faith: Ministry with Youth at the Turning 
Points of Their Lives with Marcey 
Balcomb and Practicing Spiritual 
Leadership: Devotional Series.

Rev. Witt will be a member of the 
Extended Cabinet. The Extended 
Cabinet includes the Seven District 
Superintendents, Directors of the three 
Offices of Growing, Equipping, and 
Connecting, Conference Treasurer/
Comptroller, Conference Lay Leader, 
and Assistants to the Bishop. The 
Extended Cabinet works together with 
me to ensure that goals and objectives 
of the conference are fulfilled according 
to our mission and vision. I know that 
you will continue to lift the Cabinet 
in prayer as well as our entire Annual 
Conference as we move forward 
together in making disciples for the 
transformation of the world.

Your prayers and support for Kevin 
would be greatly appreciated. Truly God 
has gifted this Annual Conference with 
amazing leaders for such a time as this. 
I’m so grateful to be a part of this team 
and our beloved Susquehanna Annual 
Conference.

With You in Christ’s Ministry,
Bishop Jeremiah J. Park

Growing Spiritual 
Transformational Leaders

Fear that often emerges as anger 
or frustration presents a genuine 

challenge for many of us as leaders. We 
may be on the receiving end or we may 
be the ones unleashing energy which 
will inevitably create a rippling impact 
upon loved ones, communities, and the 
wider world. I am sure that I am not the 
only leader who looks back with regret 
when I responded poorly in moments 
of anxiety, stress and irritation. My 
carelessness or failure to fully grasp and 
take responsibility for what was going 
on within me hurt people. How can we 
acknowledge and value what is felt in 
a healthy way? How too can we extend 
grace to others who project anger and 
fear onto to us in damaging ways out 
of their own brokenness? This raises an 
intriguing aspect of what it means to be 
Spiritual Transformational Leaders. 

Father Richard Rohr offers some 
sage advice. “If you don’t transform 
your suffering, you will transmit it.” 
Again - “If you don’t transform your 
suffering, you will transmit it.” What is 
your suffering? What triggers anxiety, 
frustration or angst for you or the 
community you lead? How can the 
response to these strong emotions lessen 
suffering rather than spread suffering 

– be a source of healing and justice rather 
than a mirror of harm or self-rejection? 

Fear is a signal not a solution. Anger 
can be an important voice of recognition 
calling for change but a dismal remedy. 
It is important to realize that both fear 
and anger involve experiencing or re-
experiencing suffering at some level 
every time they are deeply expressed. 
This means that there is a very real 
danger that when we cast our fears and 
anger onto others unchecked and with 
the wrong spirit, it can cause them harm. 
Fear and anger can debilitate. If we 
take on fear and anger and it begins to 
characterize our daily way of being and 
interacting in the world, we severely 
diminish our effectiveness as leaders 
called to grow and embody love and 
hope in the world. 

What, then, are Christian practices of 
Spiritual Transformational Leadership? 
There are many, but let’s look at two of 
the most relevant to situations where fear 
and anger take center stage.

1. Practicing Sacred Space 
This is the intentional, recurring 

practice of pausing to listen to the voice 

A recent Barna Study produced some 
heart-breaking information. “Fifty-

one percent of churchgoers don’t know 
of the Great Commission.” (tinyurl.com/
ya7dz7cg) In other words, more than 
half of churchgoers were not aware of 
the purpose for which the church exists. 
Churchgoers did not report knowing 
the church exists for the purposes of 
making (new) disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world. 
This surprising study not only causes 
reason for pause and reflection, but, it 
also explains why so many churches are 
not aligned, intentional, nor living out 
the purpose of making disciples in their 
churches. 

Given the study results and the number 
of declining churches across the country, 
I thought it might be helpful to provide a 
top ten list to help us recognize if we are 
truly “being the church.” So, in the spirit 
of Jeff Foxworthy, here is your “You 
Might Not Be the Church if…”
… your church has no first-time guests 

and/or returning guests.
… your church has no new professions 

of faith.
… your church has more focus on the 

facility than the mission of making 
disciples.

… your church has no intentional faith 
development process.

… your church’s financial capacity 
is limited to building and salary. 
expenses leaving nothing for ministry. 

… your church is relying heavily on 
endowments.

… your church has a lack of competent, 

compelling, and contextual worship 
(regardless of style).

… your church has too few people to 
serve on required committees.

… your church is lacking community 
impact (becoming invisible in the 
community).

… your church lacks flexibility in 
shifting the vision to reach the 
neighborhood (contextual relevance).

… your church lacks alignment of all 
the church does with the mission 
(purpose) and vision (God’s preferred 
future for how your church uniquely 
makes disciples).

Recently, I discovered that 467 of our 
churches in the Susquehanna Conference 
had NO professions of faith in the past 
appointment year. Another 66 churches 
had only one profession of faith. In other 
words, approximately two-thirds of our 
churches had either zero or only one 
profession of faith. So, the very reason 
our church was planted (many times with 
great sacrifice and hard work) by our 
ancestors (to share the Good News with 
our neighbors) is not being accomplished 
by approximately two-thirds of our 
churches today.

For those of you who know me or 
have heard me speak, you know I am 
pretty upbeat and generally approach 
everything from a positive perspective. I 
share this information with you not from 
a cup two-thirds empty, but from a cup 
two-thirds full. Friends, we have work 
to do! There is so much potential! The 

Equipping Vital Congregations

Church at the Boardwalk

When Leaders Experience Fear, Anger, Frustration

KAY L. KOTAN, Director of Equipping Vital Congregations

KEVIN WITT, Director of Growing Spiritual Transformational Leaders

What Does it Mean to be the Church?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

REV. JASON MACKEY, Director of Connecting Ministries

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Aligned to Grow, Equip, Connect
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Connect with the Susquehanna Conference on Facebook. www.facebook.com/susumc

The Young People’s Ministry 
Council will continue to accept 

Youth Service Fund Applications 
until October 31, 2018. 

Applications can be found on the 
Young People’s Ministry website 

www.igniteyoungpeople.org. 

YSF Applications 

www.facebook.com/susumc

find us on

Check us out on Facebook for the latest news, 
resources, classifieds, events, and more ... 

We’re using social media to engage and equip 
the local church in making disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world.

Do you know about 

QuikLINK is an e-mail broadcast 
service for clergy and lay persons 

of the Susquehanna  
Conference that highlights  

breaking conference-related 
news, events, job and classified 

postings, and more. 
__________________________

Get Connected • Join QuikLINK
__________________________ 

To subscribe to this FREE service 
or post a message, email  

quiklink@susumc.org
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Special Sundays
Christian Education Sunday

September 16, 2018
You will make a significant difference 
in the life and faith journey of young 

people who otherwise could not afford 
to participate in a summer camp 

experience.
Make a contribution through your church 

or through the camp retreat ministry 
website at www.susumcamps.org

UM Volunteer in Mission 
Awareness Sunday

October 21, 2018
UMVIM Awareness Sunday is an 
opportunity to celebrate all of the 
wonderful volunteer efforts that  
your congregation engages in  

throughout the year. 
tinyurl.com/y836g3kj

Laity Sunday
October 21, 2018

Laity Sunday focuses on the celebration 
of the ministry of all lay Christians. 

tinyurl.com/yadmd6oj
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Over the weekend of August 17, at Mt. Asbury 
Camp and Retreat Center, 27 youth workers 
from all seven districts gathered to grow their 

spiritual leadership skills for ministry with young 
people. Sixteen of the 48 hours spent together was 
in intensive learning with “big deal leaders in youth 
ministry,” as one attendee observed. The group brought 
with it a variety of experience: three attendees having 
just finished college and embarking on their first year on 
church staff, seasoned part and full-time staff members, 
and first and longtime volunteers. One of the trainers 
observed, “I love the collegiality of your group. I think 
it’s awesome that I can’t tell who in this room are best 

friends.” Possibly the most valuable part of the weekend 
was the collaboration and investment in community of 
youth workers from across the Conference. 

Relationship development was crucial for the retention 
of the “firehose” of information that was sprayed at 
attendees. The trainers were apologetic that they were 
squeezing a 4-day course (at Perkins in Dallas) into 
2 days with us. Sessions ranged from the parallels 
between the history of youth ministry and ice cream in 
the US, discipleship development and its connection 
to coffee, and curriculum selection and its similarity to 
eggs (there’s no doubt when you get a bad one.) It was 
a traditional UM gathering with great food from the Mt. 

Asbury kitchen and food analogies to keep us rooted in 
the training! The attendees also received templates and 
training on developing discipleship plans, curriculum 
plans, and both trip and program budgeting tools. 

Trainers encouraged the participants to go home 
and wrestle with the material that they had been given, 
and find those two or three things that would provide 
them leverage for growing disciples in their own 
community. Everyone left having met someone new, 
learning something new, and confirmed in the truth that 
ministry with youth can be challenging, but when you 
are surrounded by the community of faith, nothing is 
overwhelming. 

By Alexander Clark, First UMC, Mechanicsburg

While attending the Global Young People’s 
Convocation (GYPC) 2018, held July 18-22 
in Johannesburg, South Africa, as a voting 

member of the Northeastern Jurisdiction Delegation, 
I was able to experience and learn a lot. Most of what 
I learned came by interacting with the diverse people 
that make up the body of the United Methodist Church, 
people from Germany, to Russia, to Sierra Leone, as 
well as the many countries in between and around the 
globe.

I learned that patience can be hard and run thin easily. 
Especially when answering and listening to the many 
questions, often repeated ones, that are asked over the 
course of hours amending and voting on several pieces 
of legislation. However, out of those hours, I gained 
a better understanding of my brothers and sisters in 
Christ. I realized that most of the voting delegates didn’t 
disagree with the concept of what we were trying to 
create in our various statements and legislation. Instead, 
people were merely concerned about specific wording 
and phrasing of sentences. Taking a step back, I was 
able to breath in, and remind myself every member of 
the GYPC attending was there to fulfill the same goal 
as me, to be “making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world”. For me that was my goal, 
to hold fast to no matter what our issue or conversation, 
I was helping to make disciples at the end of the day.

As the final day of legislation voting ended at 
GYPC’18, I remember having a distinct feeling of 
incompletion with the work that we had passed on to 
General Conference 2020. I felt that there was more that 
I could do to follow up and support our statements and 
legislation. When talking with our adult mentors I was 
struck with the understanding that the “more” was to 
follow the work of GYPC’18 to GC’20. That attending 

the largest governing body as a young adult, I could give 
first hand testimony to the pieces we submitted and be a 
part of the process as it grows.

Something that has also grown and started tugging on 
my heart upon attending GYPC was that I had more to 
do as a young adult in the growth of our church. I want 
to attend General Conference 2020, because being a 
part of the process that establishes what the church does 
now, effects my peers and myself the rest of our lives. 
We simply just need to say we as a younger generation 
are interested in helping grow and create disciples of 
Jesus Christ. By attending General Conference 2020 as 
a voting delegate, I hope to open the door wider and set 
an example for youth and young adults, that anyone of 
any age can contribute to the growth of the UMC. When 
you look at the makeup of the General Conference in 
years past you will find a slim number of young adults 
attending. While that is fine, the support for younger 
generations to take up leadership roles would be a 
magnificent example of empowering youth to transform 
the world. 

St. Paul’s UMC, Red Lion, PA 
Family Impact Conference 

September 22, 2018
www.saintpauls-um.com

Greater New Jersey Conference
IGNITE Conference

September 28-30, 2018
Wildwood, NJ 

www.ignitenj.org/

Peninsula-Delaware Conference
Youth Rally 2019
January 4-6, 2019
Ocean City, MD

umyoungpeople.org/youth-rally/

Western Pennsylvania Conference
SPARK

January 11-13, 2019
Sheraton at Station Square, 

Pittsburgh, PA 
www.wpaumc.org/

Young People’s Ministry is working on 
creative options for helping young people 

and their youth groups to make it to  
Youth 2019, July 10-14, 2019. 

Watch for updates in the coming months.  
For more information about the event,  

visit www.Youth2019.com. 

Foundations Youth Leader Training 

GYPC’18 Equipped me for GC’20

Nearby Youth Events

The Northeast Jursidiction delegation to the 2018 
Global Young People’s Convocation in South Africa.

“The system works best when relationships are strong.” 
 Jack Radcliffe, 
 Leader from Division on YPM.

YOUNG PEOPLE’S
MINISTRY
AUDREY WILDER, Director of Young People’s Ministry
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More than 15,000 hot meals are 
delivered to more than 100 

people annually, thanks to the Meals on 
Wheels program run by RiverWoods 
Senior Living Community. Cindy 
Walker, coordinator of the program, 
says the heart and soul of Meals on 
Wheels are the volunteers who package 
and deliver the meals. They feel their 
work is a labor of love because they 
know the important service they are 
providing to the community.

“There are currently 65 volunteers 
and they are the most wonderful 
group of people. They are very easy 
to supervise because they want to 
be here,” Cindy commented. Most 
volunteers are retired community 
members, including some RiverWoods 
residents. In addition, social service 
agencies such as SUNCOM and 
Shared Support bring individuals to 
RiverWoods for an activity and then 
help deliver meals.

Currently, there are seven meal 
delivery routes and approximately 
75 meals are delivered daily Monday 
through Friday. Cindy explained, 
“We are providing nutritious food to 
folks that need it. For instance, we 
had a referral from a daughter who 
was concerned that her mother was 
eating oatmeal three times a day. Good 
nutrition helps prevent poor health, so 
when we provide well balanced meals, 
we are being proactive.”

The second vital aspect of the 
program is socialization. “Our 
volunteers might be the only person 
our clients see, so that’s important. If 
a client doesn’t come to the door and 
we are expecting them to, we call an 
emergency contact,” she explained. 
“So it’s also a safety check.”

Patty Schmieder has been a MOW 
volunteer for six years. “I enjoy talking 
to the clients and know many of them 
really look forward to company and 
conversation,” she stated.

The annual budget for the Meals 
on Wheels program is $75,000, and 
donations and grants are vital to keep 
it running. The food is purchased and 
prepared by the dietary department at 
RiverWoods. Geisinger Health System 
pays for the meal and River Valley 
Senior Providers Group covers the 
cost of the bags used to carry them. 
Clients choose from two different 
daily options and meals are adapted 
for special dietary needs. Each meal 
costs $3.95, with financial assistance 
offered to those who need it. No one is 
ever turned away for inability to pay, 
and Cindy works with low-income 
individuals on a case by case basis.

Cindy added, “We all know that 
eating healthy food is important, and 
when you live alone, you may not cook 
very well for yourself. We provide 
clients with a hot meal and it’s much 
better than a pre-packaged frozen 
dinner.”

Cindy Walker is a shining example 
of being called to serve, and Albright 
is proud that she is part of our family. 
Albright invites you to continue your 
mission by joining us at one of our six 
locations. Visit www.albrightcare.org 
for information on senior living, day 
programs, giving or volunteering.

God calls us to tell our story so that others 
may come to know Jesus Christ. “Hearts 
Strangely Warmed” was created to share 

these stories about transformational 
encounters with the Living God.

Deaconess Fawn Saylor McCallister

Fawn was consecrated and 
commissioned as a Deaconess at the 

UMW Assembly 2018 in May.

My involvement in The United 
Methodist Women began in 2010, when I 
thought I was attending a Bible Study at 
my church, Cross Roads UMC in Felton, 
but it turned out to be a UMW meeting, 
to which the ladies encouraged me to 
stay. A decision that truly changed my 
life.

In 2014 I attended a United Methodist 
Women special event on the subject of 
disability inclusion in the church, that 
was presented by Deaconess Barbara 
Skarbowski of the Eastern Pennsylvania 
Conference. 

When Barbara started speaking, she 
did a short presentation on the office of 
Deaconess and Home Missioner. I had 
known for some time that I wanted and 
needed to do something more, something 
different, in addition to what my UMW 
unit was doing. When I heard Barbara 
talk about what a Deaconess is, what 
they are called to do, I truly sat up 
straight and listened. 

A moment later is when I felt God’s 
voice, felt His breath on my neck with 
the words, “This is what you are meant 
to do.” It was at that moment that I cried 
but didn’t know why. After that I can’t 
tell you what she said about disabilities 
inclusion or much else, I just remember 
feeling moved like I had never felt 
before. After she finished talking, I 
couldn’t get to her fast enough. She saw 
me and said, “You will be one of us. You 
were called weren’t you?”

Deaconesses and Home Missioners are 
laywomen and laymen who are called 
by God to be in a lifetime relationship 

in The United Methodist Church for 
engagement with a full-time vocation in 
ministries of love, justice, and service. 
Together we form a covenant community 
that is rooted in Scripture, informed by 
history, driven by mission, ecumenical in 
scope, and global in outreach.  
(www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/dhm)

With determination, I’ll do my work 
as a Deaconess with the Cross Roads 
Ministerium, Mission Central, and 
Mason Dixon Community Services. I 
would also like to get more involved with 
our connection to Fresh Expressions. 
I went to the seminar a few years ago 
and it inspired me. I can see myself on 
the rail trail meeting up with folks and 
getting to know them and then asking, 
“How well is it with your soul?” I would 
also be willing to reach people within the 
conference who don’t know us and see 
how we could help each other. 

In 2019, I will be the York District 
President, and Mission u Dean, and 
am currently on the Conference UMW 
Legacy Fund team. I’ve attended 
multiple Leadership Development Days, 
UMW Assemblies, Mission u’s, and 
have spoken at quite a few churches in 
the York District about UMW, and their 
programs. 

You could say United Methodist 
Women gave me my voice. 

“While the leader was describing the change which God works in the 
heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I 
did trust in Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance was given me 
that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law 
of sin and death.” — John Wesley, May 24, 1738

Deaconess Fawn Saylor McCallister

 

 

 
 

INVESTMENT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 
 
The Susquehanna Conference of the United Methodist Church (the “Conference”) is pleased 

to offer the following investment certificates (the “Certificates”): 
           

Investment Certificate  Interest Rate  Minimum Investment 
 
Fixed Rate One Year Term 1.50% per annum  $1,000 
 
Fixed Rate Two Year Term 1.80% per annum  $1,000 
 
Fixed Rate Five Year Term 2.25% per annum  $1,000 

 
 

The Certificates may be purchased only by means of an Offering Circular dated November 1, 
2017 and an executed subscription agreement contained in the Offering Circular by: 
 

• United Methodist Churches located within the Conference in Pennsylvania; 
• Individuals who certify that they are members of a United Methodist Church located 

within the Conference in Pennsylvania and are at least 18 years of age and a bona fide 
resident of Pennsylvania; and 

• Clergy (as defined in the current Book of Discipline) of the Conference and who are bona 
fide residents of Pennsylvania. 

 
Proceeds from the sale of the Certificates are used to support the mission of the 

Conference’s Loan Committee which extends loans to United Methodist churches in the 
Conference to acquire, construct, renovate and repair church property (including parsonages). 
 

SPECIAL EXCHANGE OFFER: Until December 31, 2017, the Conference is offering 
to exchange outstanding Demand Certificates previously issued by the Conference for a 
Three Year Term Fixed Rate Investment Certificate that will earn 3% interest per annum 
(the “Exchange Offer”).  This Exchange Offer is available only to those churches and 
individuals who currently hold a principal amount of $50,000 or more of Demand 
Certificates previously issued by the Conference. 

 
To obtain a copy of the Offering Circular or more information about the Exchange Offer, 

please contact the Conference Finance Office at (717) 766-5275 or send an email to 
lhokamp@susumc.org 

 
This does not constitute an offer to sell nor a solicitation of an offer to buy any of the 

Certificates.  The offering is made only by the Offering Circular.   
  

October 7, 2018

www.missioncentral.org   Connecting God’s Resources with Human Need
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The following is PART TWO of an 
edited transcript of a presentation 

by Kay Kotan, Director of 
Equipping Vital Congregations, 

at the 2018 Susquehanna Annual 
Conference, Plenary 2. The 

video of her full presentation 
can be viewed at tinyurl.com/

susumcAC2018video

Equipping Vital Congregations 
have developed a TINDERBOX. 
A tinderbox is a toolbox for building 
fires. 

There are five compartments or 
tools that are contained within our 
Equipping Vital Congregations 
Tinderbox:

1. Consultation
2. Coaching
3. Small Group Resources and 

Curricula
4. Workshops and General Tools
5. New Places for New People

CONSULTATION
Consultation is an experience for 

churches that lets you dive deeply 
into and evaluate your effectiveness 
of reaching new people. Consultation 
must first be bathed in prayer, and then 
you add the elements of continuous 
learning to prepare, laity involvement, 
accountability, coaching, and those 
“outside ears and eyes.” That is our new 
Tinderbox consultation process.

We are in the midst of redeveloping 
and redeploying that consultation process 
so that it has an incredible impact on the 
churches that are taking part in it. But 
you don’t have to take my word for it. 

Let me introduce you to my friend, 
Rev. Jan Hughes, who was the pastor 
at Middlesex United Methodist Church 
when they went through the consultation 
process. 

Kay: Why was the consultation 
process right for your church?

Jan: Perhaps the best way that I can 
tell you is that I drive a Fiat. Recently I 
felt the steering wheel start to vibrate and  
if I let go of the steering wheel the car 
started veering to the right — I’m in a 
little car and I don’t want that to happen! 
I’m not a mechanic, and I didn’t know 
how to fix it, but I knew who could. The 
consultation process was a place and a 
resource that we could go to and get the 
help for the things that we knew, and 
things that we didn’t know. 

Kay: we know that church 
transformation is hard work. So tell us a 
little bit about your journey.

Jan: Something that we had to 
understand is that we had to be 
vulnerable and honest with ourselves. 
We had to know who we were, and 
acknowledge who we weren’t. Then 
we had to realize that change was 
coming, and we had to be really clear 
about communicating that change so 
the church leaders and congregation 
could come along and work together for 
transformation. 

Kay: So, Jan, every good process has 
fruitfulness. Tell us about that.

Jan: Wow, did we see a fire burn! 
Through this process we have grown 
exponentially. It has been amazing what 
God has done. We have been able to 

align our vision and our ministry. We’ve 
been able to reach out to the community 
and not be inward-focused anymore — 
everything we do has the thought and 
heart for those who don’t know Christ 
yet. 

It’s been a beautiful journey and all the 
hard work is so worth it. Our structure 
is nimble and flexible and it allows our 
people to be in ministry, not just talking 
about it.

COACHING
Coaching is different than mentoring, 

consulting, or counseling. Coaching 
helps you determine your current reality 
and then decide where your preferred 
future is — coaching closes the gap 
between the two. 

We’re in the midst of training a team 
of coaches to avail themselves for all the 
coaching needs in the Conference. 

You might be thinking, ‘I’m pretty 
good at what I do. My church is healthy 
and growing. Why do I need a coach?’

Simply put, everyone needs a coach. 
Even the best of the best benefit from 
having a coach.

 View two videos about the importance 
of coaching  at

tinyurl.com/yagevjop and 
tinyurl.com/y77xlhj4

We’re in the midst of putting 
together a list of recommended coaches 
that you can find on our website at 
equippingvitalcongregrations.com

SMALL GROUPS
Small groups offer that opportunity to 

grow in discipleship. Did you know that 
as part of the Susquehanna Conference 
you have access to a number of valuable 
and wonderful small group resources? 
An important part of the work you do all 
happens at the small group level, and we 
want to help you have all those resources 
so you can keep those fires burning well 
in your local churches.

Some of the great resources available 
to you right now, at no cost, include:

• Unpacking Your Faith Stories is 
a 4-part study to help you with 
evangelism. It will help you 
Discover, Catch, Share, and then 
Live your faith story. A 21st century 
modern way to do evangelism that 
won’t creep people out.

• M3 - Moving from Maintenance 
to Missional. Moving your church 
from maintenance mode to missional 
mode. A look at the ten most 
common stumbling blocks that 
churches across the nation face in 
being effective and vital in reaching 
new people. It helps you evaluate 
what work you have to do. 

Please take a look at our website 
at equippingvitalcongregations.
com where you will find these 
resources and more. Like and follow 
us on Facebook at facebook.com/
EquippingVitalCongregations for 
information and events you can take part 
in.

WORKSHOPS AND  
GENERAL TOOLS

As you might know, starting, 
maintaining, and growing a fire isn’t 
always easy, nor is it automatic. 

Equipping Vital Congregations 
is pleased to offer many training 
opportunities and workshops throughout 
the year. We bring in a combination 
of outside speakers and in-conference 
practitioners to help teach you the best 
practices available. Together we learn 
how to better build, stoke, maintain and 
grow our fires.

 
Some of the workshops we offer are: 
(click on ‘LEARN’ on our website, then 
‘Resources and Workshops’)

• Simplified Accountable Structure 
- effective and efficient decision 
making (overview and full workshop 
viewable on the website)

• Necessary 9 - nine things that 
effective pastors do differently than 
others, and as a bonus, two things 
effective churches do differently than 
others. A great evaluation tool for 
your church and congregation.

• Gear Up! Nine Essential Processes 
for the Optimized Church - a 
smooth-running, disciple-making 
machine. What processes are 
running in your church and which 
need to be implemented or fine 
tuned?

• Navigate: Creating Discipleship 
Pathways. This will be an annual 
event. The first one focused on 
discipleship, the next one, in 2019, 
will focus on leadership.

 Continuous learning opportunities 
being offered this fall include:

• M3
• Small Church Checkup
• IMPACT!
• Communities of Practice

Find more information and register for 
these events at our website.

NEW PLACES FOR NEW PEOPLE
Anyone who loves to spend time in 

the great outdoors, knows the thrill of 
starting a new fire. We have a lot of 
excitement around the next tool in our 
Tinderbox called New Places for New 
People.

This tool is all about starting new faith 
communities... To be continued.

Watch for PART THREE, with more 
information about New Places for New 

People, in the next issue of Susquehanna 
LINK. View the full presentation at  
tinyurl.com/susumcAC2018video

Set your ministries ablaze!
Kay Kotan, Director of Equipping 
Vital Congregations

Kay Kotan interviewed Rev. Jan Hughes (left) about the consultation process at Middlesex UMC

www.equippingvitalcongregrations.com
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Good News Club spreading love in McClure

McClure First United Methodist 
Church is one of five churches 
within the Mountain View/West 

Snyder Charge in the Lewisburg district, 
served by Pastors Jim Jacobs and Kathy 
Mercado. Both pastors firmly believe that 
“empowered people do great things.” 

Over a year ago, a few of the ladies 
approached the pastors and asked if they 
could “rejuvenate” the Good News Club, 
an after school program that ministers 
to elementary aged children. The youth 
leaders recognized that a number of 
the community children got off the bus 
after school and were then home alone 
because most of their families were 
either one parent families, or both parents 
needed to work to make ends meet.

At each Good News Club gathering, 
the kids get off the bus and come to the 
church social hall. The youth leadership 
provide them with hoagies or grilled 

cheese sandwiches and other snacks, a 
craft, a time of bible stories, and guest 
speakers. Some of the guest speakers 
have discussed bullying and how to 
handle it; anger management and ways 
to counter it; and another guest speaker 
talked about his time in the Navy on 
submarines.

In June of this year, the Good News 
Club children planted a “Three Sisters” 
garden in the church parsonage next to 
the church. The garden consists of corn, 
squash, green and red peppers, tomatoes 
and pumpkins. They learned that “seeds 
sown in good soil” will produce good 
fruit. The fruits of their labor will help 
seniors and folks that need a little help in 
our community. The children can’t wait 
to start the harvest and “spread the love.”

For more information contact Pastor 
Jim Jacobs at jjacobs@susumc.org.

Deep Green Pilgrimage Retreat
An Immersion in Spiritual Practices for Encountering God through the Natural World

September 14-16, 2018
Wesley Forest 

UM Camp and Retreat Center, 
Weikert, PA

Leader: Rev. Beth Jones 
Pastor and Certified Nature and Forest 

Therapy Guide
Register Today: www.susumcamps.org
Cost including retreat program, meals 

and lodging - $110.00

Discover how our connection with 
nature can re-awaken us to God’s 
transformative presence in our 

lives. 
Christianity has deep scriptural 

traditions and spiritual practices rooted in 
the Creator being revealed and speaking 
through creation, which finds resonance 
in other faith traditions too. 

Come explore and experience 
pathways of discipleship in the beauty of 
nature. Build friendships and connection 
with others who have a heart for God and 
love for the natural world. Give yourself, 
or a friend, the gift of a pause from the 
rigors and routines of life for renewal 
and restoration of your soul. 

You will be invited to experience 
the outdoors through various guided 
activities, interspersed with scripture, 
conversation, and times of silence. There 
will be plenty of time to relax on your 
own to read, walk, chat with others 
around the campfire, or just take a nap! 

In nature as in our own lives, we 
go through seasons that bring forth 
important dimensions of wholeness 
of living. There are times to release, 
to receive, to renew, and to respond 
creatively. Come explore these rhythms 
of the spiritual life. 

May these voices of faith encourage 

you to take part in this special 
opportunity. See you there! 

Voices from Christian Tradition

Some people, in order to discover God, 
read books. But there is a great book: the 
very appearance of created things. Look 

above you! Look below you! Read it. 
God, whom you want to discover, never 

wrote that book with ink. 
Instead He set before your eyes the 

things that He had made. Can you ask 
for a louder voice than that?

— St. Augustine (354-430AD)

Christ wears “two shoes” in the world: 
Scripture and nature. Both are necessary 
to understand the Lord, and at no stage 
can creation be seen as a separation of 

things from God.
— John Scottus Eriugena (810-877AD)

If I spend enough time with the tiniest 
creature—even a caterpillar—I would 

never have to prepare a sermon. So full 
of God is every creature.”

— Meister Eckhart (1260-1327AD)

God writes the Gospel, not in the Bible 
alone, but also on trees, and in the 

flowers and clouds and stars. 
— Martin Luther (1483-1546AD)

If we learn to love the earth, we will 
find labyrinths, gardens, fountains and 

precious jewels! A whole new world will 
open itself to us. We will discover what it 

means to be truly alive.  
— St. Teresa of Avila (1515-1582AD)

But the great lesson which our blessed 
Lord inculcates here, and which he 

illustrates by this example, is, that God 
is in all things, and that we are to see the 

Creator in the glass of every creature; 
that we should use and look upon 

nothing as separate from God… but, with 
a true magnificence of thought, survey 

heaven and earth, and all that is therein, 
as contained by God in the hollow of his 
hand, who by his intimate presence holds 

them all in being, who pervades and 
actuates the whole created frame, and is, 

in a true sense, the soul of universe. 
— John Wesley Sermon 23: Upon 
Our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount 

(1703-1791)

Voices from Scripture

In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth…God saw everything that 

he had made, and indeed, it was very 
good. — Genesis 1:1, 31

In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it… 
And the Word became flesh and lived 

among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a parent’s only son, full of 

grace and truth. — John1:1-5, 14

For what can be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has shown 
it to them. Ever since the creation of 

the world his eternal power and divine 
nature, invisible though they are, have 
been understood and seen through the 

things he has made. — Romans 1:19-20

The heavens are telling the glory of 
God; and the firmament proclaims his 

handiwork. Day to day pours forth 
speech, and night to night declares 

knowledge. — Psalm 19:1-2

God gave Solomon very great 
wisdom, discernment, and breadth of 

understanding as vast as the sand on the 
seashore… his fame spread throughout 

all the surrounding nations. He 
composed three thousand proverbs, and 
his songs numbered a thousand and five. 
He would speak of trees, from the cedar 
that is in the Lebanon to the hyssop that 

grows in the wall; he would speak of 
animals, and birds, and reptiles, and fish. 
People came from all the nations to hear 
the wisdom of Solomon; they came from 
all the kings of the earth who had heard 

of his wisdom. —1 Kings 4:29-34

PHOTOS COURTESY OF PASTOR JIM JACOBS

Rev. Beth Jones

Check out our Camp & Retreat Ministries at www.susumcamps.org

media showed many fairy tale story-
like elements of the wedding. It also 
reported some ground-breaking moments 
in the royal wedding tradition that is 
hundreds of years old. Among them 
was the preaching of Bishop Michael 
Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal 
Church. It was a delightful delivery 
of a sermon for the occasion from the 
African-American tradition. The message 
was altogether profound, compelling, and 
transformative. 

Quoting Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
he said, “We must discover the power of 

love, the redemptive power of love, and 
when we do that we will make of this old 
world a new world….” And he invited 
the audience to imagine a world where 
love is the way. “Imagine this tired old 
world when love is the way — unselfish, 
sacrificial, redemptive…. When love is 
the way, there’s plenty good room for all 
of God’s children. Because when love is 
the way, we know that God is the source 
of us all and we are brothers and sisters, 
children of God. My brothers and sisters, 
that’s a new heaven, a new earth, a new 
world, a new human family,” he said. 
Indeed, he preached that there’s wonder 
working power in love. As I read his 
sermon in the New York Times and saw 
the words, “power of love” repeated 
again and again, I found myself singing, 

“There is power, power, wonder working 
power in the blood of the lamb. There is 
power, power, wonder working power in 
the precious blood of the lamb.” 

If we look into His heart, what do we 
see? Love! There’s nothing else but love 
in His heart. Overflowing love. Do we 
hear Jesus’ pitch of love? 

I would like you to hear the soul 
provoking point that Bishop Curry made. 
He spoke about the insight of French 
Jesuit Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, a 
priest, scientist, scholar, and mystic. 
He said that fire was one of the greatest 
discoveries in all of human history. And 
he then went on to say that if humanity 
ever harnesses the energy of fire again, 
if humanity ever captures the energy of 
love, it will be the second time in history 

that we have discovered fire.” 
God’s people, the world has already 

discovered fire the second time. It’s the 
love of God in Jesus Christ! Proven on 
the cross, the love of God flows from 
Jesus’ heart. It’s the wonder working 
power for redemption, salvation, and the 
transformation of the world. The pitches 
from Jesus’ mind and heart are crystal 
clear: Humility and Love. 

***
Watch for the next installment of Bishop 
Park’s Opening Celebration address in the 
November issue of Susquehanna LINK. 
You can view the 2018 Susquehanna 
Annual Conference Opening Celebration 
service, including Bishop Park’s address, 
at tinyurl.com/susumcAC2018video.

Tuning in ...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World

By Pastor Jane Rosborough

It’s been 31 years since Glenn 
Schlosser, a member of 
Paddletown St. Paul’s United 

Methodist Church in Etters and local 
commercial artist, was asked to make 
a sign for a neighboring community 
Apple Festival. Glenn saw a great 
fund raising opportunity for his 
church and without hesitation, or 
consulting fellow church members, 
agreed to create the sign on the 
condition that a vendor booth would 
be available for St. Paul’s church. 
So the Paddletown Apple Dumpling 
Gang was born! 

In those early years everything 
from peeling, preparing the dough 
and wrapping the apples was done 
by hand. The gang began preparing 
the dumplings on Wednesday and 
worked around the clock to finish by 
noon the Friday before the festival. 
Many hands were involved from 
dumpling preparation to providing 
meals and relief for the many 
preparers. 

Beginning small, over the years 
the Apple Dumpling Gang grew 
production into 5,000 dumplings. 
Church members share that through 
these years of working side-by-side 
a deep sense of community has 
grown as well as countless mentoring 
relationships and friendships. 

Glenn recalls that first year of 
production when rain necessitated 
cancellation of the festival. The 
group gathered at the church and 
after numerous phone calls every 
dumpling was sold.

After years of hand preparation, 
production was enhanced by 
purchasing pre-cored and peeled 
apples. Glenn’s son-in-law, Jeff 
Bertolette, built a dough-roller to 
speed up the process. 

For over 30 years the Apple 
Dumpling Gang continued their 

stand. Throughout the years, 
production volume varied but 
the Church’s commitment never 
waivered. 

A leap of faith was taken last 
year as the Apple Dumpling Gang 
discerned God’s lead to take a new 
direction utilizing the Church’s 
beautiful grounds and expanding 
their endeavor into a Fall Festival. 
Susan Bertolette described the first 
Apple Dumpling Fall Festival as, 
“An amazing day!” God provided 
perfect weather and by 11 a.m., 
1,500 apple dumplings were sold. In 
addition to food stands, the festival 
offered live music, scarecrow and 
pumpkin decorating for kids, and 
vendors of all kinds.

This year’s Apple Dumpling Fall 
Festival is expanding even more and 
will offer 3,000 apple dumplings, 
chicken corn soup, pulled pork 
sandwiches, and homemade french 
fries. Entertainment will be provided 
by Remix Worship and Robin Lane’s 
Band. Tons of fun is guaranteed for 
all ages including scarecrow making, 

pumpkin painting, and puppet shows 
throughout the day. Over 30 craft 
and specialty vendors will join with 
a variety of merchandise. Visitors are 
encouraged to visit our prayer garden 
and learn more about Paddletown’s 
many worship, discipleship and 
ministry opportunities.

What began as one man’s vision 
for a fundraising opportunity God 
has grown into a “hidden treasure”. 
While apple dumplings have become 
the trademark for Paddletown St. 
Paul’s UMC, the hidden treasures of 
fellowship, discipleship, and sense of 
community are countless. 

Susan concludes, “I cannot 
describe what this festival brings to 
Paddletown Church. We are small, 
but mighty. God provides the vision 
and the amazing congregation makes 
it happen.”

Don’t miss experiencing the Apple 
Dumpling Fall Festival on Saturday, 
September 22, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. at Paddletown St. Paul’s UMC 
located at 355 Church Road, Etters 
(Goldsboro) Pa.

A warm dumpling topped with ice 
cream or milk, great fellowship, and 
food for the soul … priceless! 

For more information about 
Paddletown St. Paul’s UMC visit 

www.pspumc.com
“I cannot describe what 

this festival brings to 
Paddletown Church. We 

are small, but mighty. 
God provides the vision 

and the amazing congre-
gation makes it happen.”

— Susan Bertolette

Paddletown’s Hidden Treasure
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 One with Christ

PHOTO: SHAWN MCELWEE

By Janet Hippensteel

St. Andrew’s U. M. C. in Milton, PA held Vacation Bible School June 25 – 29. 
This year our mission project was to donate our offerings toward the Imagine No 
Malaria campaign as part of the Bishop’s Partners in Mission. We raised $514.00 
to go towards purchasing mosquito nets.

Our theme was “V-I-C-T-O-R-Y.” We did a lot of cheering and singing in a 
pep rally atmosphere as we learned about “V-I-C-T-O-R-Y” through Obedience, 
Unity, Faith, Courage, and Jesus. We had a great week of learning new songs, 
and meeting some awesome Bible heroes who saw God’s victory first hand. 

55 students participated along with around 30 staff each night.

Victory for Imagine No Malaria

We are pleased to announce the 
realignment of staff and job 
responsibilities in the Finance 

and Loan Fund offices. It is always our 
mission at the Conference to support 
our churches and their ministries, as 
we know we are Better Together. With 
that in mind, this realignment was 
accomplished after careful study and 
review to determine ways in which we 
could respond to your needs as churches, 
pastors, and members of the Annual 
Conference in the most efficient and 
supportive manner. This realignment/
addition of staff has in no way increased 
shares of ministry or the overall budget 
of the Finance Office.

It is important to recognize the 
difference in the function and funding 
of the Finance and Loan Fund Offices. 
As a reminder the responsibilities of the 
Finance Office under the direction of 
the Conference Treasurer/Comptroller is 
to carefully and accurately account and 
distribute shares of ministry, mission 
funds, insurance and benefit payments, 
and other funds approved by the Annual 
Conference. As such, funding for staff 
and operating expenses for the Finance 
Office comes from shares of ministry as 
approved by the Annual Conference.

In contrast, the Loan Fund Office 
makes loans available to churches within 
the Conference to acquire, construct, 
renovate, and repair church property 
through the financial support from 
investments made by Susquehanna 
Conference Churches and their 
individual members, including clergy. 
The Loan Fund’s ministry strives to 
enable churches within the Conference 
to achieve future growth in mission and 
ministry allowing churches, through 
outreach, to welcome and make disciples 
of Jesus Christ, while empowering 
investors to make an impact beyond their 
local church.

The Loan Fund’s assets are maintained 
and accounted for in a separate account 
from the Conference assets. The funding 

of loans, the payment of interest to 
investors, and the expenses for the 
operation and personnel of the Loan 
Fund is derived from the difference 
between the interest received from loans 
to churches and the interest paid to our 
investors. These costs (including salaries) 
do not come from shares of ministry or 
other Conference funds. The ministry 
of the Loan Fund continues through 
the support of investors and the faithful 
payment of loans by borrowers.

For your information and convenience, 
below is a listing of all Finance and 
Loan Fund office staff. Please feel free 
to reach out to any of us for help or 
assistance. You can reach us by phone at 
the Finance/Loan Fund general number 
(717)766-5275 where you will be able to 
choose who you would like to speak with 
or you may contact us at our individual 
email addresses listed below.

FINANCE OFFICE STAFF
Andra Haverstock 
Conference Treasurer/Comptroller 
ahaverstock@susumc.org
Kelly Cox 
Conference Benefits Officer 
kcox@susumc.org
Theresa Hunter
Benefits Specialist 
thunter@susumc.org
Ann Watts 
Accounts Receivable 
awatts@susumc.org
Darlene Eisenhuth
Accounts Payable 
deisenhuth@susumc.org

LOAN FUND STAFF
Lauren E. Hokamp
Loan Fund Executive Director
lhokamp@susumc.org
Christine Sims
Loan Fund Specialist
csims@susumc.org
Jeffrey Bingaman
Loan Fund Specialist
jbingaman@susumc.org

Finance/Loan Fund Office 
Realignment Announcement

Connecting Ideas

Equipping Vital 
Congregations

Growing Spiritual 
Transformational 

Leaders

of God’s love. It might be as brief as a 
few moments or as long as an extended 
season of reflection. It establish sacred 
space between what happens and our 
response. What does love call forth in 
this situation, this moment, this time? 
How do I embody that love when it is 
difficult? Prayerful pausing prevents us 
from immediate reactions that might pass 
on the energy coming at us or arising 
within us, which when poured outward 
could damage others or ourselves. It is 
time spent with the Spirit - the source of 
the fruit of the Spirit. This fruit nourishes 
those healing from suffering (including 
ourselves) restoring them to wholeness 
and vitality in life. The practice of 
pausing for Sacred Space is equally 
applicable and vital with our family as 
well as the wider world.

“But what happens when we live God’s 
way? God brings gifts into our lives, 
much the same way that fruit appears 
in an orchard—things like affection for 
others, exuberance about life, serenity. 
We develop a willingness to stick with 
things, a sense of compassion in the 
heart, and a conviction that a basic 
holiness permeates things and people. 
We find ourselves involved in loyal 
commitments, not needing to force our 
way in life, able to marshal and direct 
our energies wisely.”  
 — Galatians 5:22-24 The Message

2. Practicing Compassion
Henri Nouwen encourages spiritual 

leaders to consider what it means to be 
“wounded healers” taking our lead from 
Christ who transformed woundedness 
into compassion for the world. These 
Nouwen quotes begin to reveal in 
part what he means by the practice of 
compassion. Compassion frees us from 
using fear and anger as weapons of 
coercion, and to apply them instead as 
catalysts for grace and wholeness.

“In our own woundedness, we can 
become sources of life for others.” 

“In a world so torn apart by rivalry, 
anger, and hatred, we have the privileged 
vocation to be living signs of a love that 
can bridge all divisions and heal all 
wounds.” 

“Let us not underestimate how hard 
it is to be compassionate. Compassion 
is hard because it requires the inner 
disposition to go with others to the place 
they are weak, vulnerable, lonely, and 
broken. But this is not our spontaneous 
response to suffering. What we desire 
most is to do away with suffering by 
fleeing from it or finding a quick cure 
for it. As busy, active, relevant spiritual 
leaders, we want to earn our bread by 
making a real contribution. This means 
first and foremost doing something 
to show that our presence makes a 
difference. And so we ignore our greatest 
gift, which is our ability to enter into 
solidarity with those who suffer.” 

“Self-rejection is the greatest enemy 
of the spiritual life because it contradicts 
the sacred voice that calls us the 
“Beloved.” Being the Beloved constitutes 
the core truth of our existence.” 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

showing up. One boisterous fellow in 
our group talked her into leading us 
anyway. No song sheets, no musicians, 
no prep, nothing formal, just simple 
prayer, a quick scripture reading, and her 
thoughts in reflection. All told we were 
there about 15 minutes and it was the 
best worship I’ve had in a long time. My 
boys (7 and 12) loved it! It was Christian 
community—people coming together 
in the name of Jesus to celebrate what 
He’s done for us, share our needs with 
one another, and encourage each other 
on to greater acts of service. Isn’t that the 
whole point?

I was truly humbled and grateful to 
have seen such a visionary example of 
the potential for church. Here was a lay 
person…she had no formal education, no 
modern church flare, and yet her passion 
for Jesus shined through. I’m not sure 
what the future will hold for that church, 
but I’m confident they could leave their 
building and be just fine.

What about us? What would it look 
like if we left our buildings and did 
church at the park? Or church on the 
campus quad? Or church at the gym? Or 
church at the diner? Would we become a 
healthier connection better connected to 
our communities? 

harvest is plentiful, but the workers are 
few. There are more unchurched people 
than ever before in recent decades. 
Church is not about you and me. The 
church is to be the vehicle for which 
people come to know Christ. Church is 
not the building. The mission is sacred 
not the facility! The church is the people 
– both those who are already gathered 
AND those yet to be gathered. For this 
season, the Bride of Christ is under our 
care. We are called to be faithful to her 
in purpose. I am prayerfully challenging 
ALL of us to once again claim our 
purpose and go to work to make it 
happen as we have vowed to do through 
our UMC membership vow to “witness.” 
Let’s rally together, get back to our 
purpose, re-tool as needed, stop doing 
what isn’t effective, start doing what is 
fruitful towards our mission fulfillment, 
and make the church once again “the 
church” as it was intended.

www.equippingvitalcongregations.org
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September – 100 years ago 

The annual session of the Allegheny 
Conference of the United Brethren 
Church met September 17-22, 1918, and 
approved the following in the Report of 
the Temperance Committee.

“The tide of prohibition is sweeping 
over our country and the whole world, 
and soon we shall hear of not only 
National prohibition, but of World 
prohibition. That prohibition has passed 
the Senate and will become a law July 
1, 1919. All brewing must stop May 1, 
1919.

“Resolved: that we will be true to our 
cherished history of temperance and that 
we will lend our aid to the W.C.T.U., 
the Anti-Saloon League, and all kindred 
organizations working to banish forever 
from our fair land this abominable curse 

that is wrecking so many promising lives 
and homes and sending souls by the 
thousands to a drunkard’s hell.”

October – 50 years ago

On October 4, 1968, some 1,000 
persons gathered at the Zembo Shrine 
Mosque in Harrisburg for a dinner and 
reception welcoming Hermann Kaebnick 
as the newly appointed bishop to the 
reorganized Harrisburg Area of the 
United Methodist Church, consisting of 
two overlapping conferences – Central 
Pennsylvania (former Methodist) and 
Susquehanna (former EUB). Charles 
Edgar, lay leader of the Central 
Pennsylvania Conference, was the master 
of ceremonies, and Mrs. William Lippert, 
president of the Woman’s Society of 
the Susquehanna Conference, gave the 
invocation. Bishop John Wesley Lord 
of the Washington Area was the guest 
speaker. In 1970 Bishop Kaebnick would 
oversee the realignment of those two 
and other area conferences to form the 
Central Pennsylvania Conference.

Rev. Richard B. Cartwright, of 
Alexandria, Pa., died Friday, August 3, 
2018. Among his survivors is his wife, 
JoAnne Cartwright. He was preceded in 
death by his brother, Rev. Dr. Thomas 
K. Cartwright. A celebration of his 
life and service was held on Friday, 
August 10, 2018, at 12th Street UMC in 
Huntingdon, Pa.

Rev. Phyllis A. Hunter, Retired Associate 
Member, of Mount Union,  Pa., died 
Monday, July 23, 2018, at UPMC in 
Altoona. Among her survivors is her 
husband, William G. Hunter. 

Mrs. Lois E. Rudy, of New Cumberland, 
Pa., widow of Rev. James E. Rudy, 
died Saturday, June 30, 2018. A funeral 
service was held at Fishing Creek UMC 

in Etters, Pa., on Friday, July 6, 2018. 
Rev. Charles ‘Chuck’ T. Tressler, 
Retired, of Selinsgrove, Pa., died 
Tuesday, July 24, 2018, at Riverwoods 
Nursing Home in Lewisburg Pa. Among 
his survivors is his wife, Susan E. 
Tressler. A funeral service was held at 
Christ Community UMC in Selinsgrove 
on Thursday, August 9, 2018.

Mrs. Jennifer Wallace, of Greentown, 
Pa., and former Administrative Assistant 
of the Scranton/Wilkes-Barre District, 
died Thursday, July 5, 2018 at the 
Wilkes-Barre General Hospital. Among 
her survivors is her husband Pastor Brian 
Wallace. A funeral service was held at 
Hemlock Grove UMC in Greentown on 
Tuesday, July 10, 2018. 

“As water reflects the face, so one’s life 
reflects the heart. Death and Destruction 
are never satisfied, and neither are 
human eyes. The crucible for silver and 
the furnace for gold, but people are 
tested by their praise.”  
 — Proverbs 27:19-21

We want our lives to reflect our heart 
and to offer others a chance to 

see Jesus in us. Our eyes unfortunately 
can be larger than our heart, telling us 
we can never be satisfied even when we 
have the love of Jesus and the grace of 
God. Accumulating resources can then 
become an addiction, leaving us wanting 
more things rather than God. Praise 
can also become a character and heart 
breaker, leading us to go after the wrong 
things too. We can lose much when we 
praise the wrong things, seek the praise 
of people, or give praise for the wrong 
reasons.

Planned giving is important because 
we focus on God’s praise, acting on the 
love in our hearts and giving for the 
glory of God instead of ourselves. We 
are showing courage and decisiveness, 

wisdom in our plans and commitment 
in our discipleship. We give that keeps 
giving after our lives are lived in on 
earth.

Some will point out the rewards 
of giving such as tax breaks, awards, 
thank-you cards, and prestige. Yet we can 
give in ways that only God sees. When 
we give a legacy that helps others at 
times we are not present to receive their 
accolades, God receives the praise. With 
this planned giving we don’t chase after 
self-importance or let our minds linger 
on our acts of generosity. 

The importance of planned giving is 
to understand whose praise matters. Our 
lives reflect our heart and our values. We 
witness to these through our offering. 
Planned giving isn’t about calculating 
our benefits as we help others. True 
planned giving is a sacrificial act for the 
honor and joy of helping others when 
there’s no benefit but the blessing of 
sharing God’s love. Let us always give 
God our praise instead of seeking it. Call 
us and we’ll help you with your planned 
giving.

Where Your Treasure Is
Susquehanna Conference

303 Mulberry Dr.
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

717-766-7968
e-mail  discovery@susumc.org
web  www.discovery-place.org

Open 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Mon, Wed, Fri.

New resources in Discovery Place
This month we are highlighting newly 
published resources, all available in 
Discovery Place. Quantities are limited, 
so order early!

Unshakable Hope: 
Building Our Lives on the 
Promises of God by Max 
Lucado. Is what you’re 
anchored to stronger 
than what you’re going 
through? Max Lucado 

offers encouraging, practical guidance 
for overcoming difficult circumstances 
and gaining inner peace, building 
resolve, and walking into a better future. 
There are things that seem unsteady in 
this life. But when we belong to God, 
we can filter our problems through the 
promises of God. When we choose to 
be people of the promise, we choose 
to build our lives on the promises of 
God, not on the circumstances of life. 
Includes DVD, study guide, and book. 
12 sessions.

Cultures in Conflict: Paul 
Proclaims Jesus as Lord, 
Part 2 by Ray Vander 
Laan. This is the sequel 
to A Clash of Kingdoms: 
Paul Proclaims Jesus 
as Lord, Part 1 from 

the very popular Faith Lessons series. 
How do you live in a culture where the 
worldview conflicts with Christianity? 
Learn from Paul as he presents his 
beliefs to the most powerful court in 
Athens and settles among the Greco-
Romans of Corinth, who valued wealth 
and class, worship of multiple gods, and 
decadent pleasure seeking above all else. 
Discover how to live in your own Athens 
or Corinth in a way that glorifies God. 
Filmed on location in Greece and Israel. 
Includes DVD and Discovery Guide. 5 
sessions.

God’s Messy Family: 
Finding Your Place When 
Life Isn’t Perfect by Jacob 
Armstrong. Drama, drama, 
drama. Into every family 
a little…or sometimes a 
lot…of drama must 

sometimes fall. Take a look at the lives 
of Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, 
Jacob, and Esau in this video series. As 

you meet these “messy” families in the 
stories in Genesis, you’ll recognize a 
pattern to their lives: they are called, they 
mess up, and God continues to redeem 
them. Find out how your “messy” family 
fits into God’s family and how you are 
part of God’s plan for the world. Includes 
DVD, leader guide, and book. 6 sessions.

Everybody, Always: 
Becoming Love in a 
World Full of Setbacks 
and Difficult People by 
Bob Goff. In this video 
study, Bob Goff shares 
stories from his life that 

have helped him understand what it truly 
means to love everybody the way Jesus 
loves them – without fear, insecurity, 
or restriction. This begins by loving 
people right where you are through 
serving and helping the neighbors God 
has placed into your world. It means 
loving people when they mess up and 
helping them move past the place of 
shame to acceptance. It continues by 
being courageous and following where 
God leads one step at a time. Above all, 
it means not just agreeing with Jesus but 
actually doing what Jesus said. Includes 
DVD, study guide, and book. 5 sessions.

Which Way, Lord? 
Exploring Your Life’s 
Purpose in the Journeys 
of Paul by Rob Fuquay. 
God created every person 
with a desire for meaning 
and purpose. This study 

intentionally considers the question: 
“What is the purpose of my life?” It will 
help us unpack our life alongside the 
apostle Paul’s life, to find our purpose 
and passion. Filmed in Turkey, Israel, 
and Greece. Includes DVD and book. 6 
sessions.
To reserve a copy of any of these studies, 
visit our website, www.discovery-place.
org and place an order through our online 
catalog, e-mail discovery@susumc.
org, or call 717-766-7968. Our hours 
are Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 
from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. We look forward to 
hearing from you!
Serving Christ with you,
Joni Robison

Our Heritage

The United Methodist Stewardship Foundation
3901 Hartzdale Dr. Suite 110, Camp Hill, PA 17011
Phone 717-766-7343   Toll Free 800-272-0113
sfcpa@umstewardship.org

REV. PHYLLIS M. BOWERS, Executive Director United Methodist Stewardship Foundation
Do not store up for yourselves treasure on earth, where moth and rust consume and 
where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasure in heaven...for 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. — Matthew 6:19-21

DR. MILTON LOYER, 
Conference Archivist 

Free resources for your local church can be found at www.discovery-place.org

JONI ROBISON

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
Home Subscription $6 per year - 6 issues

Name: ______________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________________________

Bulk Subscriptions
$50/yr - 5 copies/issue • $100/yr - 10 copies/issue • $150/yr - 15 copies/issue

Church name: _______________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________________________

Mail this completed form together with a check made payable to  
Susquehanna Conference to

Susquehanna LINK
303 Mulberry Dr., Mechanicsburg, PA 17050-3179
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Susquehanna Annual Conference 
2017 - 2020

 This phrase reflects what a connectional church such as ours is all about. 
It affirms and celebrates the stronger and bigger mission and ministry we can accomplish 
as a connectional church. It also points to the mandate of unity for Christian witness as it 

sums up the spirit and the focus of Jesus’ prayer for the oneness of his disciples. 
In the Gospel of John chapter 17, Jesus repeats these words of prayer: 

“They may be one as we are one.”

Prayer connects the people of faith to God’s way and God’s future. 
Prayer is an unequivocal expression of faith that, no matter what we go through, 

we put our trust in God and we know that God is in charge. As we face the 
unprecedented challenge of the unity of our church, we are to rely on God for a 

breakthrough by the gift and power of prayer more than anything else.

In sync with the ardent prayer of Jesus for oneness,  
each year we will lift up a prayer that we offer at the Lord’s Table as a theme:

2017-18 - “Better Together: Make Us One”
2018-19 - “Better Together: One with Christ”

2019-20 - “Better Together: One with Each Other”
2020-21 - “Better Together: One in Ministry to All the World”   

I believe that God has plans to give our church hope and a future. I am already beginning 
to excitingly anticipate what God has in store for the Susquehanna Annual Conference.

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace as we trust in God, so that we may  
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:13)

 With You in Christ’s Ministry,
Bishop Jeremiah J. Park


